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Hamburg Sustainability Conference (HSC): New Sustainability Alliances to Achieve the 2030 Agenda  

− The first Hamburg Sustainability Conference (HSC) will take place on October 7-8, 2024, in the Hamburg 

Chamber of Commerce and Hamburg City Hall. 

− The event gathers international key leaders from various sectors to develop strategies and foster new 

partnerships to advance the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

− The conference includes three forums and five hubs that focus on reshaping international financial systems, boosting 

SDG investments, and driving transformative changes. 

− More about the conference and its program at www.sustainability-conference.org 

− Media representatives are invited to cover the event and can apply for accreditation via email at 

press@sustainability-conference.org 

The inaugural HSC takes place under the patronage of the Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz. The conference agenda focuses 

on reforms of the Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs), international commitments in green shipping and aviation and 

support of resilient food systems in emerging countries and developing economies (EMDEs). Other points of discussion 

include new legislative AI frameworks, progressive taxation and carbon pricing initiatives. Among the conference 

attendees are Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund Kristalina Georgieva, President of the World Bank 

Ajay Banga, President of Namibia Nangolo Mbumba, Executive Director of UNICEF Catherine Russell, Secretary General of 

the International Maritime Organization Arsenio Dominguez. Further high-level participants will be announced shortly. 

 
Svenja Schulze, German Development Minister and HSC Council Member: “Reaching a shared understanding with 

partners from around the world is crucially important, now more than ever. We are living in times of increasing tensions, 

as well as global challenges such as climate change. The HSC provides a platform that enables new alliances to be formed 

– alliances that are urgently needed, as it is only through international cooperation that we can tackle the major 

challenges of our time. Together, we will work to develop concrete solutions to these challenges, from a sustainable 

energy transition to a fairer financial system. And by ‘we’, I mean governments in the North and the South, as well as 

companies, trade unions, the scientific community and civil society. Because we can only be successful if we work 

together.” 

Amid rising geopolitical crises, the HSC strives to foster multilateral exchange, advocates for open dialogue, and seeks to 

build trust in international partnerships.  
Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator and HSC Council Member: “With raging wars, climate change at our doorsteps, and 

rising inequalities worldwide, the world needs to invest in one another to achieve greater security. Sustainable 

development is more needed than ever and should be seen as a way to de-risk our collective future. The HSC offers an 

exciting platform to strengthen trust among nations, leverage opportunities and co-create tangible solutions to global 

challenges.” 

Hosted in Hamburg, Germany's second-largest city, the conference provides a platform for global and local 

representatives to collaborate on accelerating SDG progress.  
Peter Tschentscher, First Mayor of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg and HSC Council Member: „The Free and 

Hanseatic City of Hamburg is one of the most important research and business locations in Germany. We are home to 

major companies and institutions that are leading the way to a sustainable future. Hamburg is pursuing an ambitious SDG 

strategy and has excellent global networks in business, science and culture. As a climate-friendly, economically strong and 

internationally well-connected metropolis, our city is an ideal venue for the HSC as a pioneering sustainability conference. I 

am delighted that Hamburg is hosting the HSC in close cooperation with BMZ, UNDP and the Michael Otto Foundation, 

which encourages us to promote sustainable development issues and to cooperate with ambitious international partners. 

http://www.sustainability-conference.org/
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The HSC aims in particular to strengthen the role and responsibility of the private sector in new sustainability 

alliances and encourage investments in sustainable development. 
Michael Otto, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Otto Group and HSC Council Member: "The economy has benefited 

from globalization in many ways. However, global development that ignores the principles of sustainable economic 

activity threatens this success and the future of our planet. Therefore, companies also have a vital interest in ensuring that 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals are achieved. The Hamburg Sustainability Conference will demonstrate what is 

already working and what needs to be done by policymakers and businesses to remove obstacles and create incentives, 

allowing the creativity and constructive power of business to be fully realized." 

 
During the conference selected program sessions will be broadcast via livestream on the HSC homepage. The program 

overview is available at sustainability-conference.org/en/program.   
A separate HSC public side program will be available for city residents and guests. The events of the public program are 

organized by local civil society initiatives that make their sustainable commitment in culture, education, business, science 

and politics transparent and tangible. 

Media representatives who would like to cover the HSC24 can submit their request for accreditation via email at 

press@sustainability-conference.org. 

About Hamburg Sustainability Conference (HSC): the HSC is the international sustainability platform that gathers leading minds 

from politics, business, science and civil society to plan the implementation of joint processes to achieve the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). In times of increasing geopolitical crises, it promotes multilateral exchange, encourages open dialog 

and aims to strengthen the role and responsibility of the private sector in new sustainability alliances. The HSC is an initiative of 

the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP), the Michael Otto Foundation and the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. 

 

The HSC works in association with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH and the German 

Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS).   

 

Press contact: Olena Taran, Press Officer Hamburg Sustainability Conference, press@sustainability-conference.org 

 

https://www.sustainability-conference.org/en/program
mailto:press@sustainability-conference.org
mailto:press@sustainability-conference.org

