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Hamburg Sustainability Conference pursues ISO 20121 certification for sustainable event
management

The Hamburg Sustainability Conference (HSC) is setting a strong example for sustainable
event management: the new conference format is aiming for ISO 20121 certification,
underlining its commitment to sustainable and socially responsible practices. With this
certification, the HSC wants to make it clear that sustainability is not just a trend, but an
indispensable standard in the planning and implementation of events.

ISO 20121, an internationally recognized standard, promotes the implementation of sustainable
concepts in event management, taking equal account of environmental, social and economic
aspects. Originally developed for the 2012 Olympic Games in London, the standard has since
become established at numerous high-profile events, including the 2024 Olympic Games in
Paris.

As part of the certification process, HSC is supported by the agency 2bdifferent GmbH & Co.
KG, which specializes in sustainability in the event industry. The mission statement and the
Code of Conduct have already been jointly developed. Other focal points include the
sustainable travel management of participants, sustainable catering concepts, efficient
energy and waste management and barrier-free design of the venue. In addition, 2bdifferent
will carry out a comprehensive carbon footprint assessment in accordance with the
internationally recognized GHG protocol standards to precisely record and evaluate
emissions.

By aiming for ISO 20121 certification, the Hamburg Sustainability Conference aims to act as a
role model for future events, demonstrating that sustainable event management is not only
possible, but also necessary.

About Hamburg Sustainability Conference (HSC): the HSC is the international sustainability
platform that gathers leading minds from politics, business, science and civil society to plan
the implementation of joint processes to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). In times of increasing geopolitical crises, it promotes multilateral exchange,
encourages open dialog and aims to strengthen the role and responsibility of the private
sector in new sustainability alliances. The HSC is an initiative of the German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), the Michael Otto Foundation and the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. The HSC
works in association with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fUr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH and the German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS).
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